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examination and the like, which were put into force by a Govern-
ment faced with considerable difficulties in dealing with the situa-
tion. The Hill was then under the charge of Major Collie, who was
somewhat of a martinet, and inclined to be arbitrary in his methods,
but who was for all that, an able and conscientious officer.
It was hardly surprising that the two men, each with a will of his
own, should come into collision over such a ready source of friction
as the plague regulations. Major Collie had issued an order that
visitors to the Hill were to call daily at the Superintendent's office
for examination, or in the alternative, might be examined by him
every other day on payment of a fee of Rs. 50. These regulations
were irksome in themselves, and as often happens, they were im-
proved upon by zealous subordinates with the result that there was
general dissatisfaction. Prominent visitors, among them Budrudin
Tyabji, then a judge of the High Court, complained about the incon-
venience and annoyance to which they were subjected, but Major
Collie declined to relax the rigour of the precautions he deemed
necessary for the safety of the Hill.
Such was the state of affairs when Pherozeshah appeared on the
scene. As he was riding up to Matheran, a form which all visitors
were required to fill in was handed to him at the spot known as
' Dasturi.' He entered up the details, scratched out the declaration
regarding the ten days* attendance at the Superintendent's office for
purposes of examination, and returned the form. The challenge
could not be ignored. Major Collie insisted on Pherozeshah's at-
tendance at his office, and on the regulations being observed in their
entirety. Pherozeshah with equal emphasis declared that there was
nothing in the plague rules posted up by the Superintendent, which
made it incumbent on him to present himself for examination. He
had no objection to anybody going to his place to make inquiries!
He took his stand on the regulations, and not, as some people
wrongly supposed, on a pass which enabled him and his family to
travel throughout the Presidency without being subjected to deten-
tion or surveillance. A long correspondence ensued, and as may be
readily imagined, it was not Major Collie who scored in this duel of
words, Pfaerozeshah carried the day, and Major Collie found himself
powerless to enforce his orders.